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15. SUPPLEMENTARY NOTES

A study was initiated in August, 1969, to attempt to learn more about the applicability of minicomputers (small, relatively
inexpensive digital computers) to the field of traffic control. Present application of digital computers to traffic control is primarily
restricted to attempts at controlling large blocks (100 or more) of intersections with one large digital computer. Since the advent of
minicomputers, it appears there may be some advantages to their utilization for small groups of intersections (5 or less) or even
single intersections. This study evaluates some of the potential applications of these minicomputers in the field of traffic control.
Conclusions and Recommendations:

The use of a minicomputer for traffic control research offers many advantages over conventional research tools. Most important
of these, is relieving many of the present hardware restraints. A researcher could think in terms of how traffic should be controlled
with the equipment presently available.

The use of minicomputers in lieu of present traffic controllers can be economical in many instances. The tremendous flexibility
and capability advantages of the computer should be exploited. It is recommended that a trial computer controlled intersection be
installed so that this concept may be evaluated under actual field operating conditions.
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